ucrcrj the House a printed paper was handed to each, entitled '.rations upon the Embargo. Adam Smith had just gone up as a student to the University of Oxford. There are ' considerations' :ed in this paper which the great authority of the author of the '• of Nations has not yet made pass current as truths. The paper ted, moreover, charges of jobbery against' great men,' though no s named. It was at onre voted a malicious and scandalous libel, : author, William Cooley, a scrivener, was committed to Newgate. iim was sent the printer of the Daily Post, in which part of the 'rations had been published. After seven weeks' imprisonment in )tli of winter in that miserable den, ' without sufficient sustenance jort life,' Cooley was discharged on paying his fees. lie was wledge more than a hundred years before his time, and had tacle to suffer accordingly. The printer would have been dis-\ also, but the fees were more than he could pay. Two months ^ petitioned for mercy. The fees by that lime were £121. His i ivns not received, and lie was kept in prison till the close of die (J'nrl. Hist. xi. 867-894).
were the risks run by Cave and Johnson and their fellow-i. That no prosecution followed was due perhaps to that dread :nlc which has often tempered the severity of the law. 'The en Jiran.ml, who in the former session was Prctor of Mildendo,' veil have been unwilling to prove that he was Sir John Barnard, rd Mayor of London.
son, it should seem, revised some of the earliest Debates, In 1 to Cave which cannot have been written later than September :c mentions the alterations that he had made (cr/t/et p. 136). The icy were written by him, the less authentic did they become, for not one of those ' fellows who thrust themselves into the gallery House.' His employer, Cave, if we can trust his own evidence, en in the habit of going there and taking notes with a pencil Jft'st. xiv. do). But'Johnson, Hawkins says (Life, p. 122), was within the walls of either House.' According to Murphy . 44), he had been inside the House of Commons once. Be this ifiy, in the end the Debates were composed by him alone (ante, i. From that time they must no longer be looked upon as ic records, in spite of the assertions of the liditorof rhe/fo/-/. Hist. face). Johnson told Bos well (ante, p. 118) ' that sometimes he thing more communicated to him than the names of the several •s, and the part which they had taken in the debate;' sometimes 1 scanty notes furnished by persons employed to attend in both
Houses
